
S
ame-sex marriage has been legal in 
Hawai‘i since December 2013, and 
the Aloha State is at the top of my 
list for preferred honeymoon destina-

tions around the nation. The Big Island had 
long been recommended to me as the least 
touristy of islands, but I was not aware of its 
size and considerable geographical diversity. 
There’s a lot to see here—lush rainforests, 
ancient and recent lava fields, volcanic cliffs 
that plunge into black sand beaches, and 
white sand beaches visited by surfers and 
green sea turtles. When I visited last fall, 
the Big Island was experiencing volcanic 
eruptions and lava flows to the southeast. 
Even though the locals dealt with this 
natural occurrence calmly and philosophi-
cally (the Fire Goddess Pele just doing her 
thing), I was somewhat relieved to be head-
ed in the opposite direction, to the Kohala 
Coast, situated on a round peninsula that 
pops out of the top of the island like the 
head of a sea turtle. Only a 20-minute drive 
north of Kona International Airport, along 
the Queen Ka‘ahumanu Highway—sap-
phire-blue ocean on one side, and dramatic 
charcoal-colored lava fields on the other—
is the beautifully manicured collection of 
resorts that form the Kohala Coast. With 
endless sunsets, sea vistas, and luxurious 
spa treatments, it’s heaven for newlyweds. 

WHERE TO STAY
Before you choose from among my fa-

vorite places, it’s worth noting that there 
are numerous properties at different price 
points and with various amenities along the 
Kohala Coast, and the resort association 
promotes them all harmoniously. No mat-
ter where you stay, be aware of your neigh-
bors and see what they’re offering! My first 
lodgings were at the Mauna Lani Bay Hotel 
& Bungalows (MaunaLani.com). This im-
posing beachfront resort has everything you 
need and, most importantly, it has its own 
natural beachfront for swimming and sea-
side recreation. Once you’re settled in, and 
before you pick up a Mai Tai poolside, take 
a historic tour of Kalāhuipua‘a with Mau-
na Lani’s cultural historian, Danny Akaka. 
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You don’t even have to leave this sprawling 
property to immerse yourself in the unique 
and beautiful flora, trails, and ponds, or ex-
plore the nearby lava tubes (used by ancient 
Hawaiians for shelter and to make tools), 
or peruse rare petroglyphs. Danny tells 
wonderful stories full of islander lore, and 
if you don’t already know, ask him why you 
should always leave shells, coral, and lava 
rocks right where they are and not smuggle 
them home in your luggage.

Hilton Waikoloa Village (HiltonWaiko-
loaVillage.com) is called a village for a 
reason. This vast property, set on over 60 
acres, with four distinct sections—a Grand 
Promenade, Lagoon Tower, Palace Tower, 
and Ocean Tower—joined by tram and ca-
nal transportation, is like a Hawaiian Dis-
neyland. If you’ve brought the kids, even 
the most jaded tot will have plenty of fun 
distractions. And it’s very nice for adults, 
too. Conceived of on an epic scale, the ame-
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